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To Lift Up….? 

Introduction 

Remember back in the day when we took car journeys.  Those times when we were allowed 

outside.  The children would be in the back of the car, excited about reaching the seaside, or the 

park to have a fantastic picnic.   When just 15 minutes into the journey the little one asks, “Are 

we nearly there yet?”   Soon the bickering starts, “Move over… you are taking up my space.”  

“Ohhh that hurt” thumb….. 

 

I wonder…do you hear yourself complaining two weeks into lockdown?   I don’t think I am there 

yet.   Of course, I am aided by being busy as ever writing these devotional words, phone calls, 

learning technology, aiding shopping for people etc.  But if you are not busy and alone in doors, 

do you hear yourself complaining…  I wonder… what about those amongst us who live with 

others.   Is your husband, wife or children complaining…?   Are these familiar words to you: “I am 

bored!”  “I want to see my friends.”  “Wheeeennnn?”  “LET ME OUT!!!” 

 

Israel 

Israel was a special nation called to follow God.  They had been slaves in Egypt under the 

Egyptians, but God miraculously intervened.  God sent a message to the Pharaoh to let Israel go 

but with a resounding “NO!” God revealed His mighty right hand with 10 miracles.   Each miracle 

revealed God’s might and power.   Each miracle showed that God was series.  Each miracle 

unleashed a plague that was worse than the last.  Finally, the Pharaoh let Israel leave with the 

blessing of all the Egyptians. 

Israel only knew the life of slavery.  They were used to being told what to do and when to do it, 

even down to eating.   They constantly complained, as anyone would under slavery, and longed 

for a better life.    

God led them into the desert.  It was hot, dry, it lacked water and food.  Israel did not find the 

better life they were expecting.   They continued to complain and expected God to give them a 

new land without hardship and without having to trust in His promises.  Israel found that they had 

to learn how to live as free people, with God as their Lord, and it was not as easy as they thought 

it would be. 

Read Numbers 21:4-9 

Israel was on a long journey, and they were growing impatient.  Don’t forget this was the time 

before cars, thus, they walked. 

It did not take long for the bickering to start.  They looked to their leader, Moses, “why have you 

brought us out of Egypt to die?  And here in the desert?   There is nothing to eat!   There is 

nothing to drink!  And this food that God has given us to eat is disgusting!”  The complaining then 

turned towards God. 

Writing in 1927 Lawrence of Arabia described the very area that Israel would have walked.  He 

stated that the land was full of hopelessness, sadness, evil.  He stated that it was covered by evil 

venomous snakes where at night movement was dangerous, and during the day it was necessary 
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to walk with sticks beating together while stepping wearily forward.1   Israel met with these 

snakes too.  The Bible tells us that the Lord sent them.  Many of the complaining Israelites were 

bitten and died as a result. 

 

This is more than having a moan 

This story is more than a warning against complaining.  If we read wider especially the events 

leading up to this story.  We find that  

1. Israel did not acknowledge God’s power 

Israel had been a witness and experienced the most amazing miracles, and yet here 

in the desert, they did not believe or trust that God, the All-Powerful God, was on 

their side. 
 

2. Israel did not appreciate God’s generosity 

Since Egypt God had been with them each step of the way generously providing for 

their every need.  The food, manna, that fed them was a miracle, freshly provided 

every morning except the sabbath.  It tasted like honey wafers (Exodus 16:31), yet, 

all they could do was complain about this miraculous provision. 
 

3. Israel did not recognise God’s merciful loving care 

God always provided for Israel out of His merciful loving care.  His provision was not 

a reward for good behaviour.  The provision of the manna, His protection, guidance 

etc was a sign of His love.   Israel had constantly disobeyed and made some 

horrendous mistakes, but God in His mercy still loved, cared, and still provided. 
 

4. Israel did not accept God’s sovereignty. 

Israel wanted their own land that they could call their own, live in, farm and bring 

up a new generation of Israelites that lived in total freedom but, a consequence of 

their rebellion against God, they were in the desert which was an inhospitable and 

arid land.  They quickly became discouraged, angry and fearful that this journey 

would never end.  They were out of control of their destiny and so they moaned and 

groaned at the ones they could target all their frustrations at, their leader, Moses, 

and their King, God.  Israel had not yet learnt that God is in control.  He is 

Sovereign.  Any amount of moaning, groaning or being miserable was not going to 

change their circumstances.   
 

5. Israel did not trust God’s word. 

The Lord had promised to meet all their needs.  He would lovingly care for His 

chosen children.  He would not allow anything to harm them outside of His 

sovereign will.   Every situation was an opportunity to learn, to grow, to become the 

nation God intended for them.   A nation of people who were holy, free, 

independent, but totally reliant on their Sovereign God.  But instead of trusting in 

God’s promises Israel complained against Him 

I wonder, how do you fare on these 5 points as we begin our third week in lockdown? 

 

 
1 Lawrence, Revolt in the Desert, p. 131-132  
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God’s Grace 

We are told because of the Israelites rebellion God sent the snakes, and many died.  Suddenly, 

Israel turned around and looked to the one who could help them, Moses, the one who was 

innocent in this story.  They acknowledged their sin against Moses and God and sought prayer for 

God to relent.  No longer were their selfish wants and desires important.  They needed God.  

Noting else mattered. 

 

Could it be that God sent venomous snakes to drive Israel closer to Him? 

Could it be that God sent Covid19 to drive the Church and the World closer to Him? 

It is interesting how I have heard on the television politicians and others state that they are 

praying for Boris Johnson while he is in hospital with Covid19.     

 

God chose to act.  He did not have to.  Israel was a rebellious nation.  Yet, out of His love God 

provided a means for healing, reconciliation, and life.  God bestowed the most amazing gift of 

salvation to underserving, ungrateful, unbelieving rebels. 

At God’s command Moses made a bronze snake and lifted it high upon a stick for all to see.  The 

power of healing was not in the bronze snake.   The power of healing was God’s which was given 

within His command, “All who are bitten will live if they simply look at it!” (Numbers 21:8 NLT).   

All who chose to believe in these saving words and obeyed the command was healed.  There were 

no exceptions, no exclusions.  This underserved gift of grace was available for all who believed.  

Just one look, and they lived.  There was no time lapse; the gift of Salvation was immediate. 

 

Jesus lifted up 

“And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the 

Son of Man must be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in Him will be 

have eternal life.” 

John 3:14 

 

“And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.” 

John 12:32 

 

“Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place and gave Him the name 

that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee  

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father.” 

Philippians 2:9-11 

 

“Let all the world look to me for salvation!  For I am God; there is no other.” 

Isaiah 45:22 
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The story of God’s grace shown through the bronze snake and these words of Jesus speak into 

our situation today:   

• Jesus was lifted up upon a pole  

It was the fear of death that brought Israel on their knees before God.  Moses must have been 

grieved as he turned to God and interceded for them.  He obediently and sacrificially made a 

bronze snake as God commanded and sombrely lifted it up. 

On Good Friday we are reminded once again that it is our sin that placed Jesus upon the cross.  

Yes!  It was God’s will.  However, the result of our sin is death.  God lovingly, graciously provided 

His Son so that He would be lifted up upon the cross and die in our place.  Jesus, our Holy 

unblemished God, graciously, humbly, sacrificially took our place. 
 

• Jesus was lifted up from the grave 

Three days later our sadness turns to joy.  Easter Sunday is a great day of rejoicing.  Death could 

not hold our perfect, holy God.   He had never sinned, therefore, death could not hold Him.   He 

was lifted up for all to see.  He walked the earth again. 
 

• Jesus was lifted up to Heaven 

Forty days later Jesus was lifted up again (Acts 2:6-11).  He was taken up into a cloud while the 

disciples watched.  He now sits at God’s right hand, a place of power and authority, interceding 

for us (Romans 8:34).    

The fact that Jesus is sitting reveals that His work of redemption is finished.   And now sits equal 

with God the Father, and the Holy Spirit; the All-powerful, All-knowing, All-seeing God. 

It is finished!  Death has been defeated.   He was lifted up and all who look to Him will be given 

life.   All who look to Him will not die.   Yes! Our bodies will experience a physical death, but those 

who look to Jesus will not be spiritually separated from Him.  One day our bodies will be 

resurrected, and we will experience a new life with Jesus Christ where there will be no more sin, 

pain, or Coronavirus.   

• Jesus is lifted up through us  

Today we are called to continually to lift up the name of Jesus: 

• In worship: Psalm 99:5&9, 34:1-3, 108:5, 150:1-6 

• In life and speech: Colossians 4:5-6, Romans 1:16 

There are many other scriptures I could reference to you.   Over the week look up others verses 

and think about how you can lift up the Lord Jesus in your daily life whether in isolation or when 

we are allowed out again. 

Remember, those who look to Jesus will be saved (John 3:16), but if no-one is lifting Jesus up in 

their lives how can anyone see Him?  However, lets take comfort from these words…God will 

make away, 

“Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations,  

I will be exalted in the earth!” 

Psalm 46:10 

Read Mark chapters 15 & 16 

I am reminded of the chorus of ‘God is Able.’  Let’s sing: “Lifted up, He defeated the grave, Raised 

to life, Our God is able, In His name, We overcome, For the Lord, Our God is able” 


