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God loves His Church 

A loving Mother will have rules because she loves her children and wants the very best for them: 
 You wash your hands after going to the toilet for your health, 
 You go to sleep at 7pm for your wellbeing, 
 You go to school for your future, 

You will come home after playing with your friends by 5pm for your protection. 
You will not speak to me with disrespect because it is important to learn to speak to each 
other appropriately.  Giving respect and honour. 
You will obey these laws because if you cannot obey in the home you will struggle in the 
workplace and life in general. 
 

Children find it hard to obey rules, they want to be in control and not to be told what to do.  I 
remember thinking that washing hands seemed such a waste of time when there was so much 
fun to be had. It took maturity to appreciate the important health issues around hand washing,   
to understand my Mum demanded I wash my hands because she loved me and to bring my mind 
and body in line with these truths.  Until that point I would complain and moan at my Mum for 
making me do it. 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 NLT: 

“As for us, we can’t help but thank God for you, dear brothers and sisters loved by the 

Lord. We are always thankful that God chose you to be among the first to experience 

salvation—a salvation that came through the Spirit who makes you holy and through your 

belief in the truth. He called you to salvation when we told you the Good News; now you 

can share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

With all these things in mind, dear brothers and sisters, stand firm and keep a strong grip 

on the teaching we passed on to you both in person and by letter. 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace 

gave us eternal comfort and a wonderful hope, comfort you and strengthen you in every 

good thing you do and say.” 

 
God loves Boyn Hill Baptist Church 
Paul states (v13), “…we can’t help but thank God for you, dear brothers and sisters loved by the 
Lord.”  I thank God for every one of you – you are amazing – and I love you!   I love Boyn Hill 
Baptist Church!  You are unique, special, precious, gifted.  Each one of you, individually, are 
awesome.  Together you are magnificent.  God chose you!  He had you in mind from the 
beginning.  He found you before you found Him.  He made the first move because He loves you.  
He called you to be in relationship with Him and a part of Boyn Hill Baptist Church.  We together 
are God’s design.  It is not a mistake that you are a part of the church.  And as a loving Mother 
gives rules, guidance etc to her children, God has given us the rules, guidance and a blueprint for 
being church, within the Bible.  Time and time again the blueprint is communicated within the 
Bible and Jesus sums it up with: 
 

Matthew 22:37-39 The Great Commandment: 
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love 
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your neighbour as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.” 

 
Matthew 28:18-20 The Great Commission: 
Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 
 
Pauls’ appeal 
Paul proclaimed how loved we are by God, but instead of telling us to rest in that knowledge he 
then calls us to obedience (v15), “So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the 
teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.”  William Barclay (A 
theologian in the 1950s) states  

“The Christian is not called to dream, but to fight; not to stand still, but to climb.  He is 
called not only to the greatest privilege but also to the greatest task in the world.”1 

 
We fight and climb by standing firm upon the truth of God’s word and holding fast to it.  To be 
uncompromisingly loyal to the teachings of Jesus leads to the path of stability where false 
teachings, human need for control, and fear can be resisted.  It is from that stable position we 
enter the most amazing and the greatest relationship of love that we will ever have on Earth, 
namely with Jesus Christ.  It is from that stable position we can accomplish our greatest task, 
namely, to be the church God has called us to be so that we can fulfil the great commandment 
and commission. 
 
To aid us to stand firm and hold fast we need each other. Paul’s appeal is to the Body of the 
Christ, Brothers and Sisters, not to individuals.  This theology is the core of Baptist teaching.  
Being Baptist does not mean the Pastor does it all or the leadership team.  Being Baptist is that 
we are church together, called to take our part in the ministry of the church, being wonderful as 
you are.  Each of us playing our individual awesome part to enable the church to stand firm and 
take hold of God’s truth just as Paul states when talking about the individual church in Romans 
12:4-11: 

For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all 
have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of 
us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, 
then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it 
is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it 
cheerfully. 
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another 
in love. Honour one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your 
spiritual fervour, serving the Lord.  
 

As you consider the special gifts God has blessed you with and as Paul encourages us to reflect 
upon your role within the Body of Boyn Hill Baptist Church, it is important to remember that …. 
well William Barclay states it well: 
 

 
1 William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible revised Edition: The letter To The Philippians, Colossians & Thessalonians, p.214 
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“Christians are helped by God himself.  We are never left to fight and toil alone.  He who 
gives us the task also gives us the strength to do it; more, he actually does it with us. We 
are not thrown into the battle to meet it with the puny resources we can bring to it.  At the 
back of us and beside us there is God.  When Paul was up against it in Corinth, he had a 
vision by night in which the Lord said to Him, “Do not be afraid…for I am with you.” (Acts 
18:9,10).  They that are for us are always more than they that are against us.”2 

 
Past and present 
As I look back over the history of Boyn Hill Baptist Church I can see the truth of Barclay’s 
statement (see above).  A small group of women started praying, and a vision of a church was 
given to them.  These women, in a world dominated by men, stood firm and held fast to what 
God was laying on their hearts. They fought in prayer, was faithful to what God was telling them, 
and within a year the first open air mission was held.  It was 1881.  Their faith was met by 
making an impact within the community.  Within another year a corrugated building was built on a 
leased plot of land and the Boyn Hill Mission was born, which later became Boyn Hill Baptist 
Church. 
 
It is interesting to note that the membership of the church has never gone over 50 people.  
However, look at what has been achieved since 1881.  The corrugated building has gone, and our 
present building has been built, plus, we have even been blessed with the money to buy a four-
bed manse.  All loans, mortgages and debts have been paid; that is once we pay the last 
instalment of the new heating system, which God has already provided for.  Of course, this is the 
building of a material church building, but think about the people who were a part of the church 
that gave sacrificially to build it, think of their faith, time given and commitment to God’s blueprint 
for Boyn Hill Baptist Church to make it all happen and so we can be a part of the church today.  
We are so blessed because of their obedience to God.   
 
In addition, the church has been able to enjoy the ministry of several part-time ministers, and 
trainee ministers and for some time now has been able to afford a full-time Minister.  Many people 
have served on the leadership team, as house group leaders, welcomers on the door, servers, 
technicians, prayer warriors, preachers, teachers etc.  Those who have served have played a 
significant role to enable the church to become a healthy church. Today, we are being greatly 
blessed by those who have gone before us. 
 
Boyn Hill Baptist Church has been faithful to God in building His church.  And we continue to do 
so.  Up until lockdown we had a growing carers and toddler group, a core of young people 
regularly being encouraged to explore the Christian faith through Junior and Senior youth group, 
and a friendly sociable group for seniors met to combat the struggles of loneliness and point to 
Christ.  Plus, a fun-filled holiday club run each year. In addition, tentative relationships were being 
made within the community. All of which was run by a very small group of people. 
 
I am uncertain if church will get back to any resemblance of ‘normal’ quickly.  While we wait for 
Covid-19 to pass we have a great opportunity to seek God and ask Him for a fresh vision of what 
Boyn Hill Baptist Church will look like in 2021, 140 years since the first open air mission service, 
and beyond.  Can I ask you to consider and fight in prayer, as the women 140 years ago, these 
questions with the Great Commandment and Great Commission in mind? 
 

What next God?    
Do I need to gain a fresh vision of the blueprint God has for Boyn Hill Baptist Church?   

 
2 P.215 
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What is your heart for me and my church?  What are You saying? 
If Jesus is who He says He is and did what the Bible said He did – what is my response? 
Why? 
What is my part to play within Boyn Hill Baptist church? 
Will I submit to Him, my Saviour and my King? 
What legacy will I leave for the future congregation of Boyn Hill Baptist Church?  

 
Conclusion 
A Mother, created in the image of God, loves her children, and gives guidelines and rules for her 
children to enable them to mature and be healthy.  Likewise, God loves His church and has given 
the church a blueprint, clear guidelines, for His church because He wants the very best for us.  He 
loves us and wants us to enjoy being in relationship with Him, each other, and with the 
community around us.  The result of obeying the great commandments and great commission is a 
mature healthy church.  The future Boyn Hill Baptist Church will be abundantly blessed through 
the fruits of our obedience and faithfulness. 
 
The Blessing (v16-17) 
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave 
us eternal comfort and a wonderful hope, comfort you and strengthen you in every good thing 
you do and say. 


