
Closing thoughts:  Mark 16 

Today we come to the end of Mark.  It has been a long journey. 

How has God been speaking to you through His book?  How has God been speaking 

to BHBC? 

The book of Mark is all about discipleship, aiding us to establish an essential 

foundation for our faith.  Through it we met with Jesus, the authoritative Servant 

King, the powerful Son of God, who was sent to teach, serve, heal, forgive and 

suffer in order to rescue and restore mankind.   We learnt that discipleship is about 

sitting with our Teacher, listening and then putting into practice all that we have 

been taught.   

Have you put into practice what Jesus, our Teacher, has been teaching us as we 

have journeyed through Mark? 

The book of Mark closes with the call to go and do exactly as Jesus modelled and 

taught: 

‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. Whoever believes 

and is baptised will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 

condemned.  And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name 

they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues;  they will pick up 

snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt 

them at all; they will place their hands on people who are ill, and they will get 

well.’ Mark 16:15-18 

It would be dangerous to read these verses in isolation.   We read them with the 

knowledge of Jesus’ modelling and teachings, plus, the teachings of the New 

Testament, and with the backdrop of the Old Testament in mind.    

Jesus taught us that we can do nothing without God.  He revealed the importance of 

walking closely with Him, seeking His will in every situation and obedience.  There 

are many wonderful biblical records of people who did miraculous things because 

they walked in obedience to God.  They stand as wonderful testimonies for us 

today.1    Therefore, the Bible reveals that we cannot accomplish Mark 16:15-18 on 

our own; we need to be listening to Him and be obedient.    If I were to drink some 

deadly poison to prove the power of God I probably would die because I would be 

doing this in my own strength and my will rather than in obedience to God.   

The book of Acts is the story of what happened next after Mark 16.  In chapter 2 we 

witness the most amazing transformation as the Holy Spirit comes upon the 

disciples, suddenly they are full of boldness, strength, and wisdom.  They began to 

teach everyone as Jesus had taught them.  They started new godly initiatives 

bringing everyone together to hear their teachings, to worship, to pray, to eat and 

fellowship together.  They began to sacrificially care for the wider community and as 

 
1 some bible characters and teachings we could consider are Genesis 6:8-9, Exodus 19:5, Deuteronomy 8:6, 
John 2:1-25; 4:32-34, 2 Corinthians 5:7, Ephesians 2:10, 1 John 2:6 



they cared they evangelised.   And as they walked closely with God, filled with the 

power of the Holy Spirit, in obedience to Him, they saw many wonders and miracles 

just as they had witnessed through Jesus’ life.  There is no recorded event where 

the disciples were asked by God to drink poison, however, the disciples put into 

practice everything God asked of them and as a result they were blessed, and the 

Church grew dramatically day by day.   Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11) stand as 

a warning when considering our daily walk and actions each day. 

Coming back to Mark 16 the disciples could not be more different.  They were in 

trembling fear, hiding, bewilderment, and disbelief so much so that twice they could 

not hear the good news that Jesus had risen from the grave (v11-13).  They needed 

to see Jesus for themselves before they could believe.   Suddenly, while they were in 

a locked room Jesus broke in (John 20:19). 

Today we live in a disbelieving hurting world.  A world that is extremely anxious, is 

social distancing, in forced lockdown, and full of bewilderment.   Everyone in this 

world needs Jesus.   Jesus charges us to go to them and preach the gospel, just as 

the disciples did in Acts.  But how?  We need the power of the Holy Spirit.  We need 

to be listening to Jesus and walking in obedience to Him.   In our present world of 

modern technology and with God all things are possible.   

However, will they hear the good news as we evangelise?   

The best evangelistic tool we have is our own story.   Our transformative journey of 

finding Jesus for ourselves is powerful.  It is God’s story that has been given to us to 

be shared.  I often hear people state they have no testimony or if asked to share 

they will mention a story that happened 20 years ago.  What God did in your life 

today is a testimony, it is God’s story working in your life.    

Are you full of the Holy Spirit?   We need regular refreshing and filling.  Walking in 

the power of the Holy Spirit not only transformed the disciples but also the whole 

community. 

Are you expecting God to be at work in your life today? 

Are your eyes open to His presence with you in this day? 

Are you listening to His voice throughout the day? 

Are you giving Him all the praise when you see Him at work?   

As we seek to fulfil God’s command to evangelise our community, listening to Him, 

walking in obedience, filled with the Holy Spirit, we also need to be armed with 

prayer.   In the name of Jesus, we can request that as we are faithful witnesses for 

Him that He will break into locked homes and locked hearts that our community, 

neighbours, loved ones will see Jesus for themselves. 

To see transformation, to see revival, means we need to play our part with God.   


