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31st May 2020 

The Birth of the Church  

Acts 2 

Pentecost and the Feast of Weeks 

“When the day of Pentecost came,…” (Acts 2:1) 

 

Luke reveals that this was the 50th day after the celebration of the Passover (the last supper) and 

10 days after Jesus had commanded the disciples to stay in Jerusalem (Acts 1:4-5).  The word 

‘Pentecost’ is from the Greek word meaning 50th
.    

Pentecost fell within the week of one of the three major pilgrimage festivals within the Jewish 

calendar, namely, the Feast of Weeks or Feast of Harvest or Firstfruits. The Jews travelled to and 

congregated in Jerusalem to appear before the Lord at the temple giving thanks for God’s 

sustenance and provision.  Originally they would offer God two loaves of wheat bread, however, 

by the time of these events in Acts, the feast of weeks was considered the anniversary of the 

giving of the law at Mount Sinai and was a time for the annual renewal of the Mosaic covenant. 

As this was such a significant festival Jerusalem would have been thriving with people from 

surrounding nations, with different dialects and languages.   All Jews had come to celebrate this 

great festival.   As we ponder upon the narrow streets of Jerusalem brimming with an array of 

different nations we can see how God’s act was deliberate and His timing perfect.  Nations 

witnessed such a magnificent event that baptised the disciples with the Holy Spirit and was an 

influencing factor that brought about the expansion of the early Christian Church and its mission. 

Reading through the book of Acts reveals to us that the mission of the Christian church is utterly 

dependent upon the Holy Spirit. 

 

Suddenly  

On one occasion, while He was eating with them, He gave them this command: “Do not leave 

Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For 

John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:4-5) 

 

“Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven  

and filled the whole house where they were sitting.” (Acts 2:2) 

 

There was a supernatural sound, it was not the sound of a gentle breeze but the sound of a 

violent wind.  It is often reported that a tornados sound like a freight train. Possibly that is 

something like what they heard.  It got everyone’s attention!  People who were celebrating, 

immersed in the festivities, going about their business, suddenly stopped in their tracks, and 

looked up!   

Our lives have been dramatically transformed by Covid-19.  I remember the Monday when 

Lockdown was announced.  I knew it was coming but never expected it to happen so quickly and 

there were many questions going around my mind.  Overnight our lives suddenly changed.  Is 

that what happened on the day of Pentecost?  The group of 120 believers which included the 

disciples, Mary, the Mother of Jesus, His brothers, and other women (Acts 1:13-15) knew Jesus’ 

promise, “you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit” but were they ready and expectant or were 
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they anxious asking questions like when, how, what, ah!?  Did they understand the significance of 

the Holy Spirit who was about to come? 

“Suddenly” God intervened.  He stepped into the chaotic, celebrating city. Within a second 

everything changed for the disciples of Jesus.  The had been in lockdown, in hiding, fearful for 

their lives, fearful that they would be recognised as a follower of Jesus and arrested.  Suddenly, 

God made them the centre of attention.  Suddenly they were set free from the constraints of 

human fear and inhibition.  How much do we need God to ‘suddenly’ appear into our World today?  

I wonder if Covid-19 is a ‘suddenly’ moment? A ‘suddenly’ to get our attention, and those around 

us.  A ‘suddenly’ to wake you up into action.  Has God got your attention? 

 

The Church was born 

“They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 

enabled them.”  (Acts 2:3-4) 

 

God-fearing Jews whose attention was on the Pentecost festivities, and whose own religious 

heritage gave them at least some appreciation that something astounding was happening, showed 

amazement, exclaiming, "What does this mean?" (Acts 2:5-12).  However, others who were 

spiritually insensitive attributed such phenomena to drunkenness even though it was only nine in 

the morning (Acts 2:13-15).   

Peter, on fire with the Holy Spirit, was suddenly and completely transformed.  He was suddenly 

filled with the gift of preaching, boldness, wisdom, courage, and power.  He stood up to preach a 

powerful message giving evidence that he was healed, thoroughly recovered from his three acts 

of denying Jesus, and thoroughly restored to God’s divine favour.  Peter’s bold message confesses 

the work of Jesus Christ.  It teaches that the Holy Spirit's coming signals the essential difference 

between the Jewish faith and a commitment to Jesus.  Whereas the Jewish faith is Torah-centered 

and Torah-directed, a commitment to Jesus is Christ-centered and Spirit-directed.  As a result, 

3000 people were saved, baptised and filled with the Holy Spirit.  The Church was born. 

It is important to note that it was not Peter who brought the 3000 to receive Christ as their Lord 

and Saviour.  It was the transformation and power of the Holy Spirit working in and through him 

that brought about the birth of the Church.  Without the Holy Spirit this event would not have 

happened, and the Church would not have been started. 

With one flame, one can ignite a forest fire.  On that day, a spiritual fire was lit that could not be 

contained within Jerusalem.  Despite significant opposition throughout the book of Acts we find 

the new church being planted through Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, Phrygia, Galatia, Phoenicia, 

Cyprus, Antioch, Macedonia, and Rome. 

As Luke writes the book of Acts I sense He is pleading with us to see how much can be achieved 

when working with and in full submission to the Holy Spirit.  All things are possible! 

 

Lives transformed 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the 

apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and 

possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the 
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temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 

praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily 

those who were being saved. “ (Acts 2:42-47) 

 

These newly baptised disciples found that the Holy Spirit knitted them together becoming a 

community of God’s people with the twelve disciples at the helm (Mattias had taken Judas’ place 

(Acts 1:15-26)).  Through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit their lives were transformed, devoting 

themselves to learning, fellowship, worship including communion, prayer, praise, sharing their 

lives with each other daily, and loving to all as God loves us.  As a result, the Lord added new 

Christians to the Church daily.  Nothing would be the same again.  

The book of Acts recounts the first 30 years of the Church.  It sets the blueprint for all churches 

throughout the ages.  As we read the book we discover the principles that should govern our 

church today.  A new way of life that stands in contrast to the world around. 

It is important to note that this first Church was made up of people just like you and me. Plus, the 

world they lived in was not that much different to ours. They were people who had jobs, families, 

and commitments.  They were introverts, extroverts, shy, loud, rich, poor etc.  They did not all 

agree on everything and had different viewpoints.  In addition, they were in a world of growing 

religious tensions and persecution.  As we look at this first Community of Christians, we need to 

remember that it was what they all had in common that held them together, namely, faith in 

Jesus Christ and living their lives with, surrendered and under the control of, the Holy Spirit.  

Without His anointing and their obedience, the Church would not have grown as dramatically as it 

did. 

 

The Holy Spirit works today 

The Holy Spirit is a divine person, part of the Trinity.  He is alive, living and very active within our 

world.   To understand Him better read Jesus’ teachings recorded in John chapters 14-16 and Acts 

chapter 8.  Here some other verses to aid you understand who the Spirit is: 

 

God the Holy Spirit’s Work in us: 

Bear Fruit with Him (Gal 5:22-23) 

Seals us and keeps us (Eph 1:13-14) 

Live in Him (Gal 5:25) 

Evangelize with Him (John 16:13-14, Acts 4:31) 

Renewed by Him (Titus 3:5) 

Shapes us, molds us, and makes us conform to Christ’s image (Rom 8:1-17) 

Be convicted of sin (John 16:8) 

Sanctifies us (1 Peter 1:2) 

Reveals Who Jesus is (John 16:8-14) 

Helps us pray to Father (Rom 8:26) 

Speaks to us (Acts 8:29, 11:12, 13:12) 

Creates us as a new creature (2 Cor 5:17, Eph 2:10) 

Helps us understand the Word of God (Heb 4:2) 

Reminds us of what to say (John 14:25-26) 

Testifies about Who Jesus is (John 15:26) 
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Leads us (Rom 8:14) 

Imparts eternal life (Rom 8:10, 14) 

Comforts us (2 Cor 1:4) 

Helps us to overcome sin (Acts 1:5-8) 

Prevents us from going somewhere or doing something (Acts 16:5-7) 

We can lie to Him (Acts 5:3-4) 

We can quench Him (1 Thess 5:19) 

We can grieve Him (Eph 4:30) 

 

God the Holy Spirit’s Work in the Church 

The Holy Spirit not only empowers the believer with gifts but works actively in the church and 

appoints church leadership (Acts 20:28).  Here are a few examples: Isaiah 34:16, John 15:26, 

16:8, 13, Acts 5:3-4, 8:14, 26, 29, 11:12, 13:12, 16:6-7, 20:28, 1 Cor 2:9-12, Ephesians 1:13-14, 

1 Pet 1:12, 2 Peter 1:20-21   
               Read more: https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/who-or-what-is-the-holy-spirit-a-bible-study/#ixzz6Nq6wqCwI  

 

We need a fresh filling of the Spirit daily so we can be led by Him throughout the circumstances of 

our lives.  Do you need a fresh filling of the Spirit?   Be still before God and ask.  Be open and 

receive.  Yield to Him and He will guide you in all circumstances.  Ask and He will draw near to 

guide you, comfort you, heal you, transform you, fill you with His fruits etc. 

 

As you allow the Holy Spirit to minister to you, please pray for your church family, Boyn Hill 

Baptist Church, that He will also minister to our church, being actively involved to bring about the 

will of God Almighty. 

 

Amen. 

https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/who-or-what-is-the-holy-spirit-a-bible-study/#ixzz6Nq6wqCwI

